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D JR. WITHERING having printed, and widely difperſed 
a paper, which he has entitled «© The Particulars of 
Mrs. Houcsron's Caſe,” together with a. prefatory letter, 


I feel it incumbent on me, to countera@ his partial ſtate= 


ment, in a manner no leſs public; that thoſe who intereſt 
themſelves in the merits of the Caſe, may be cnabled to judge, 


whether his medical reaſoning, or his conduct as a gentle. | 
man, deſerves the greateſt admiratioa. Soon after my firſt 
ſeeing the patient, Sept. 26th. Dr. Withering was ſent for, 


and early on the 29th. he arrived. At that time | wasia 
"Wellington, and had preſcribed for her the evening before, 


N by the particular deſire of her buſband, which he expreſſed 


himſelf, in an earneſt and anxious manner. Dr. Withering 


adopted a very different opinion of the complaint, and ſettled 
his preſcription without deſiring ro meet me in conſultation; 
and, as he confeſſes, aſſured Mr. Houlſton, that he had never 


known a patient, labouring under her complaint, recover, 
after being ſo erroneouſly treated. Not only at this time, but 


afterwards to different perſons, he uſed his beſt endeavours to 


| Jojure me, by propagating the idea of my medical inca- 
pacity ; and this with an air of inſulting pity, which 5 
Luo bin * * will molt 2285 910-46 8 


# See Dr. Withering's Introductory Letter, ſecond Paragraph. 
* * + 
Ec 
* | *: 1 | 8 by - 


3 


3 * 4 T 
J£ FOO, 
- Conſcious that! my opinion of the Caſe h ad not been erro- 


: neous, and juſtly offended at fo inſidious an attack on my 
character, I wrote the following haſty letter, which gave birth 

to the ſubſequent correſpondence. I am concerned at being 
: obliged to lay the particulars of this long and tedious alter- 


cation before perſons who may juſtly alledge, that their time 


is too precious to be thrown away on a ſubject ſo little inte- 


reſting to themſelves ; but I truſt I ſhall be forgiven, when 


_ the neceſſity in which I am involved by *. * — s pub- 
: N is 8 oor ee 


* 


* Bren, Fe, 7th. x 789. 
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- De. Darwin 8 arg Leteer to Dr. iiur. 
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. 94" . : y 22 1 0. 3 1788, 
T7 OUR ungenteel W behaviour to me in the caſe 


F 


2 Aae e you a Mr. Houlſton that the bad no "BE, 


8 hes -her' pulſe was 126 in a minute ; and that the had an 
| inflammation in her liver, when ſhe had neither. pain, ſore- 
..-neſs, or fulneſs on the hepatic region; nor any yellowneſs of 
ber kin, or increaſed evacuation! What was your deſign in 
aſſerting what my ey to oa noten, yo wow. Tp any thing 


7 
EY Ae N * 
oft ie matter? e qc tran? . „5 Op 
i 1 ö KN a . e $4536 38 7 It; * 
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1 of Mrs. Houſton, in not acquainting me that you was 

2hers; when you knew I was in the town, and had been pre- 
- viouſly concerned for her; was not very conſiſtent with the 
character of a gentleman : but the activity, with which you 
have ſlandered me on this occaſion, j js a matter of much more 
; W e 5 . 


- a * n 
1 £ * 
"TY 
— 'F Will 
4. 


* 


* 


t 4 1 7) 


wit not this convince you, how aroſ{ly you have. 1 
miſtaken in this caſe, as you was lately in that of Mrs. Wille 
of Newbold, and of Mr. Inge of Lichfield ; as well as Oy. 
others, which I can . if neceſſary. f ; 


Sir, if I hear that you again flander 5 1 am very 5 


18 likely to hear it if yoy do,---I ſhall treat you in a'very differ- 
engt manner, not agreeable to your dignity ;---though I can- 


not now diſmiſs you without telling you, that every liberal - 
perſon ſees through the paltry motives, which have always 
induced you to flander thoſe of your own profeſſion, among 


the other mean arts by which you ANtewpt to peer your: FE 
baia „ . 


Tam, Sir, 4e. 
R. W. DARWIN: | 


Dr. Wi 22 8 firſt Letter to Dr. Darwin. ; 


24 


WE 


Bir, 3 5 8 W Ogober 22d. 1788. 
TT is true that I \ was told, upon my firſt arrival at Mr. 
L Houlſton's, that you had viſited his wife the evening 


before, but it was not until I came down ſtairs after ſeeing 
and examining the patient, that I knew you were then in 
town. The idea I had taken up of the caſe was ſo very differ-' 
ent from yours, that I had reaſon to believe the adjuſtment 

of ſuch a difference would have taken up a good deal of time, 
and 1 had no ſuch time to ſpare, either for the purpoſe of idle 


ceremony, or uſeleſs altercation. My obligations to return 


þ back as ſoon as poſſible were ſuch, as, to my regret, prevented 


me paying my reſpects to friends I much wiſhed to ſee; but 


it could not de otherwiſe, I ſuſpect, Sir, you will affect to 
N 2 VVV _ doubt 


* 27 54 4 


— 


61 


doubt that my time was t mueh limited; but Juckily a Cit. 
cumſtanee occurred which muſt convince even you, if you are 
at all confiſtent in your ideas of my character. Juſt as the 
chaiſe was going to be ordered, your friend the Apothecary 


wied me to ſee another patient of his, naming Mr. Maddox. 


Now it happens, that, in conſequence of a very long ac - 
quaintance, and alſo after witneſſin g his heroiſm in a very 


trying fituation, I have the higheſt eſteem for Mr. Maddox: 


but ſuch was the neceſſity of my returning directly, thitt 
was obliged to ſay that I could not poſſibly ſpare time to wait 


upon him. Mr. Cartwright then preſſed me farther, and 


concluded with faying 5 That he verily believed my 
1 refuſal would kill him“ --there was no withſtanding the 


force of that expreſſion. Your ſ-cond charge runs thus: I 


s underſtand you told Mr. H-uliton that ſhe had no fever, 
* when her pulſe was 126 in a minute; and that ſhe had an 


e inflammation of her liver, when ſhe had neither pain, ſore- 
«« neſs, or fulneſs on the hepatic region; nor any yellowneſs 
* of her ſkin, or encreaſed evacuation,” The firſt part of 


this paragraph deſtroys irſelf-; for ſurely it is too abſurd to 


ſuppoſe, that any medical man would deny the exiſtence of 
fever, when he aſſerted at the ſame moment that the liver was 


___ toflamed!. What I denied was the exiſtence of the Typhus, 
br low fever, which I perceived from your trea ment the caſe 
had been miſtaken for; and I moreover ſaid, what I now aver 


to be true, that it was a caſe of inflamed liver: This, how- 
eyer, you deny, forreaſons quoted above, But, Sir, the facts 
were not as you repreſent: there was a fulneſs in the hepatic 


region, there was a conſiderable ſoreneſs upon preſſure, and 
there was a moſt profuſe diſcharge trom the bowels of as pure 
* bile as I ever ſaw, which had been ſaved in ſeparate veſſels for 

my inſpection; and the quantity which paſſed off by urine 


and ſubſided in it was nearly equal to th urine itſelf. As 


to the abſence of pain and yellow neſs, you ſurely are not to 
be informed that the liver often ſuffers high degrees of in 


5 fammation- without ny very phſcrrable pain, and that the 
2 | heal 


+ 
r 


: 
A 
* 
x 
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yellowneds i is a circumſtance merely ceddentat, Out of hive 
caſes of hepat tis which I have attended fince 1 as you, the 
yellownels appeared but in one, and that only for a few hours, 
and yet none of the praQitioners concerned doubted of the 
exiſtence of the diſeaſe ; we had not, indeed, an opportu- 


nity of verifying our opinion, by difſeQion ; for they all re- 
covered preſently, having never been doſed with bark and 
port wine. That I have /andered you reſpeQing this cafe, is 
untrue, hut the difference in our opinion, and conſequently _ 


in our practice, were too great to paſs unnoticed; aud as 1 
therefore could not protect you in the way in which | ever 
wiſh to cover the errors of a young Phyſician, I couid not, in 
jeſtice to myſelf, and to my patient, act othetwiſe than I have 


done. Had the Apothecary been more guarded in his reports, 


or had you taken up the matter with leſs warmth, 1 thould. 


have ſpoken ſeſs upon the ſubject; but, as matters are, your 
threats will not prevent me avowing my real ſentiments, : 


whenever there may be occifion. Having now rephed to all 


that you have any reaſon to expeR an anſwer to, and as 1 


would not willingly miſrepreſent any thing that paſſed, I in- 
cloſe this letter, unſealed, to Mr. Houliton, with a deſire 


that he will return it to me for correction, if he perceive any 
error in the ſtatement of facts ; if Base ſhall deſire him to * 


ward i it to you. — 


The remainder of your letter breathes ſuch an air of inſult, | 
and ſuch a ſpirit of impertinence, that I do not think proper 


to anſwer it, farther than by alledging, that the affertions i it 


contains are without foundation. When you relate your own | 
tale, 1challenge you to Company it with this my, from 


= 1 WITHERING. | 


t * 7 
Dr. Dear, * ſecond Leiter to 'Dr nine · 
| 2 5 . : 1 3 * . 18, » BE 


"HE hurry which you pretend, may be ſome excuſe for : 
the inaccuracy of your obſervations on your patient; but 


not for your illiberality in omitting to ſee me. If you had 
done ſo, you would have been informed, that ſhe had taken 


30 grains of rhubarb on the preceding day; and that the num- : 
ber of ſtools, and the yellow colour of the urine, were the 


Fonſequence of the rhubarb; yet on this circumſtance your 


wonderful ſagacity pronounce the diſeaſe to be an inflamma- 


| lion of the liver; and the ſtools to be more bilious than any 
pou had ever before ſeen; becauſe bile and rhubarb happen 
to have a fimilar colour. In reſpect to the other facts 
which you alledge in your defence, they are the unſupported ' 
| affertions of a deliberate Neger, and are therefore n not to be 
regarded. Fg 


On Sunday laſt I waltad on Mr. Houlſton with the Reve- | 


rend Mr. Rocke of Wellington, and Mr. Cartwright. On 


our deſiring to know from him whether Mrs. Houlſton had at 


nasa ny time complained of pain, ſoreneſs, or fulneſs on the he- 


by patic region, or in her. ſhoulders, he ſaid, „ ſhe never had 
complained of any of thoſe feelings, neither when he or Mr. 


Cartwright had preſſed on her fide ; but when Dr. Wither- 


ing put his hand on her ſide, ſhe ſaid “ Oh!” which Dr. Wi- 


thering ſaid was what he expected, a he knew ſhe had pain 


there.” Mr. Houlſton added, that when he felt her ſide 
ſoon after Dr. Withering, ſhe did not complain, nor when 
Mr. r profieg on the part wi: h his hand. +—-The 


x hard | 


2 1 believe this date is comets, but it 5 is ſupplied bee er. 


4 Extrad of a Letter fram Mr, Cartwright, Surgeon at Wellington to Dr. 
Datwin of nen, 1 


bos Os | | 
S $i; N to "Pm queſt I have _ 2 Copy of the difſerent pre- 
5 | 8 
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had preſſure of the thumb and fingers on the ſide, yon well 
knew, would make a patient complain; and this preſſure 
vas not likely to be too gentle, when it was to confirm 
the theory you had formed by the groſs miſtake of the effects 
of 30 grains of rhubarb for the pureſt bile Jou ever law in 


Rools, and the mor bilious e 


We come now, Sir, to the efeQs of your e treat- 
| ment, an account of which is now before me in a letter from 
Mr. Cartwright; who, it ſeems, has incurred your diſplea- 
ſure by daring to ſpeak the truth. —Becauſe theſe purgative 


ſtools from the rhubarb were too numerous for this weak pa- 


tient in a nervous fever with a pulſe at 126, you directed 
0 


fiptions with their reſpeQive dates, and as none of them ſeem to lay bold 0 
of the caſe, ſo as to make any alteration for the better, till after October 
the tenth, when the patient was at the worlt, being delirious with no dif 
tina pulſe, but a trembling vibration only of the artery, aud ſubſultus : 
tendinum, cloudy * eyc, uative ſweats, particularly about the head and 5 
breaſt, and every i, RR of approaching death; and as my pati. 
ent is now ſo far recovered as to beable to fit up the greateſt part of the day 
and gains ſtrength hourly, ſo as to give me hopes of ſeeing her down fairs 
in leſs than a week. I think that Dr. Withering can have no juſt, th” | 
he may hae great reaſon for ſaying that I made too free with his opinion 
and treatment of the caſe; for if I had not preſcribed the very medicine, | 
that he diſapproved of, 1 verily believe there would have been an oppor- 
tunlty of opening the body before this as he propoſed. If the caſe had 
been a true Hepatitis, as the Dr. afferted it was, the patient would haye 
had more or leſs of pain upon the Hepatic region, ſhooting up to the 
ſhoulder, attended with ten ſion and ſenſe of fulneſs; but as I never could 
find upon frequent aud cloſe inquiry made by myſelf, Dr. Darwin aud Mr. 
Houlſton, before aud after Dr. Withering came to her, t hat ſhe had 
any ſuch ſymptoms, 1 could not give that credit to his opinion, as | find 
he expected, for I never yet met with a caſe of inflamed liver without ſuch N 
ſymptoms, attended more or leſs with bilious vomitting aud purging, which 
ſhe had nothing of but what was procured by art; and that with ſome dife 
| ficulty, being much more inclined to be coſtive than laxative 8 8 the 


wage A, 


e 8 ot tntomel- to be A immediately, and thres 
grids wore to be given every morning, with ſome ſpirituous 
_ "tinQure of rhubarb two or three times a day. This proceſs 

was purſued between the zgth September and the $th of Oc- 
tober, according tothe dates of your preſcriptions ; and u hat 
was the conſequence? On the 10th. the patient became deli- 
nious, with an indiftin& pulſe, ſubſultus tendinum, colli- 
 -quative dweats, and other ſymptoms of approaching death. 
At this time, Mr. Cartwright, by the deſire of your friend 
Mix. Houlſion, conſulted his own judgment, and he wiſely 
rej : ed your preſcriptions. —He had recourſe to a decoct on 
of bark, (the medicine which you have found ſo fatal in 
© theſe di ſorders) which was given every four hours, and the 
patient gradua ly recovered. I leave you in poſſeſſion of theſe 
facts without further comment : They ought to humble you; 
but your pride dazzles your eres, and will not * you to 
V * 4 mon e re | 


ha 


1 
1 


A few 3 on | your [letters may preſent to you a leſs 
- mirror than that in which you are uſed to contem- 
Es yourſelf. —When Mr. Hculfton wrote you word, that 
the patient was become worſe by your treatment; you in an- 
. twer aver, that wherethe bark had been given at the begin- 
bing. ſuch patients ; eee died; by this means endea- 


| 5 | vobring to caſt the opprobrium from yourſelf on me. This 


ñineſſe has ſometimes been practiſed by the loweſt of the fa- 
eulyz but is much beneath the . of; a e or 
_ he mnt of! an honeſt man. 
1 Ws that Guile ates of u W zu 765 a PN den- 
berste, and determined ſyſtem which you have adopted; for 
this I can appeal td Dr. Campbell, of Stafford; and | dare 
ey, many who. may 1ead this letter, will be able to porn 


__ , Ivſtances of the truth of this aſſertion.— A buſineſs muſt be 


"pes on: ION which ae ſuch arts to egy! it, 
lo ESD POET LOI ⁵ ⁵ . your 


EO 
GOA ignorance is 1 notorious. Did not you repeat- 
edly all ire the, friends of Mis. Willes, and herſelf; that ſhe 


Was not conſumptive'? Did not you put her upon a fleſh' 
diet and wine? And yet this lady died a few weeks afterwaids 


at Briſtol, ſpitting matter. Did not you aſſure the friends 
of Mr. Inge ot Lic field, that he was out of all danger the 


night betore he died? id not you pronounce Mrs. Grefly, 
a ſurg on's lady at Tamwarth, in a puerperal fever, to be in 
no danger, even a few hours before ſhe died? Were you in- 
fallible, Sir, ia theſe caſes ? T he real motive of your not dez © 
firing to meet me was nt that you might viiit Mr. Maddox, | 


2 (to whow your viſit has not been ſuceceded by a leſs fatal e- 


vent than your refuſal you apprehei ded would h ve occalicned, 
as lie is ſince dead, ) but that your unfounded +Mer ions might | 
> mor b: diſputed, and your illiberal inſinua' i018 canvaſſed aud 
controverted.---i hed almoſt forgot to thank you ier your Win 
to protect me. Beli ve me, Sir, after the miſcrabie figure Which 


you have made in this buſineſs, my intereit and inclination 


le:d me to wiſh you. may in future be employed to dete . 


and expoſe my errors, and not to conceal them. —-Tou are 


one of thoſe characters of whom the enmity is tar f dan- 


| horous than the e friendihip, 


. B. T 295 them firf Letters have 1 Srizted 3 ay 
a. men, FF 1. D. ; 
'Q WT „ Withering's 
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: Dr. Withering J ala 7 BE to \ Dr. N in- 


ee in a Letter to Mr. Houlſton. * 


ir, he 54 11 3 Nov. 30 b. 4760.5 * 


ner which from the tenor of your firſt letter to me, you 


had no right toex pect. 1 ſhould think my time thrown away, if 

1 entered upon a refutation of the falſhoods and miſrepreſen- 
tations of your ſecond, unleſs I did it to men poſſeſſed of more 

5 Aae and leſs cunning than DOOR, a 


. ing ſhall "I for the ſatisfaQion of others, untwiſt your 
5 artfully woven web, in which you think yourſelf ſo ſecurely 
. wrapped up, and cauſe the ſcattered ſhreds to be diſplayed to 
Mr. Rocke, whoſe name yo have Ae to me on this 
on occaſion, i | 


| The — you have thought proper to introduce as errors 

| in my practice, are nothing to the caſe before us, and if T 
; thought myſelf amenable to your tribunal for. matters in | 
which you had no concern; it would be no difficult taſk to 
| demonſtrate that your information is erroneous in moſt 
points, * ſcarcely bears the ſemblance of truth in any. 


gf As to NA footing A W TTY I Rand with other phyſicians, I 

have the ſatisfaction to ſay, that this difference with you, Sir, 
js the firſt I have ever experienced in the courſe of a long = 
and extenſive practice. Even the man you have pointed out 
as an exception, is upon the moſt friendly terms with me, 


and I have had repeated occaſions to conſult with him. 


; Poſſeſſed, therefore, as I am of ſelf. ſatisfaction, of the 


good en of the world at large and of medical men in par- 


ticular, 


FTER giving an explanation of my conduct in a man- 


—— {GH HEAP CLINE HE IIESE, td ets 0s owe oam = 


f FE 
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Ly 
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ticular, your enmity or your friendſhip, your good, or your 
— Wan are to me 9 4 ogra os 


et now id all that I meant to ſay to you on the ſub- 
jes, and the truth of which I ſhall abide by, your future 
letters, however inſulting, - abuſive or impertinent, will be 
5 condemned to 8 oblivion by the filence of | 


„ WITHERING: 


Doctor Mibein 4 35 — to Mr. . Houlfian, in which 
= WE preceding 1 was incloſed. | 


Dear Sir, 3 3 . 221 8 
Was in hopes that I mould not OPER had occaſion to 3 5 
A you further on the unpleaſant buſineſs between myſelf and 
Dr. Darwin; but a letter I received from him demands a 
flarther explanation of your wife's caſe; and although I do 
not owe this explanation to him, yet partly for your ſatis- 
faction, partly for my own, and in ſome meaſure as an appeal 
againſt his unjuſt, though ingenious, management; I once 
more reſume the pen. As he has thought proper to make Mr. 
| Rocke a party in the buſineſs, and as that Gentleman was a 
witneſs to your examination, I with you to communicate this 

to him; for from the idea I entertain of his character, tho? 
perſonally unknown to me, I can have no reaſon to doubt 
either his candour or his integrity: Were my appeal to be 


made to profeſſional men' of knowledge and experience, I * 
could include the whole that would be neceſſary in half a page; 8 . 
but as I muſt explain myſelf to thoſe who are not previouſly RE 


prepared, a more diffuſe account will be required t to make 8 


myſelf en intelligible. l 
e 2 1 
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26" Darwin La eich the Fapy SAR from an ig- 
norance of his exhibiting 30 grains ot Rhubach on the prece- 
ding day, the ycllow colour of the urine, and of the {tools 9 
| hadygecvived me, But was not ignorant. ot the cireuimſtance, „ 
it was mentioned to me by Mr. Cargwright; aud when he 
Dr. knoss more of the real nature of the difcale ; ; he wilt 

5 rio that in the protuſe fcretion of bile, the colourirg DF 
part of 30 grains of Rhubarb is not perceptible. I he „e- 
low col ur of the urine was a thing I think unobſerved by me, 
and a circumſtance toifted in by himſclf to favour his own. 
explanation. That Khubarb will give a yellow c-lour to 
fœcal {tools is beyond a doubt, but that it will make fœcal 
ſtools retemble purely biliary evacuations is a do drine too 
abſurd for any Man of ſenſe to ſubſcribe to, and is a circum- 
ſtance in which he canuot 8 1275 me e millaken, whacever | 


he may . r 1 
5 = 4. 


4, *; 


"The next eh contataing th the wonderful preffure of 5 
my thumb and Anger to induce complaint, in order to con- 5 | 
firm my opinion, firſt aſſerted to be taken up from the error 
| accafioned by the Rhubarb, is» wonderfully ingenious; _ » 
whit will he ſay when I aſſert that my opinion was formed F 
upon the firit examination of the patient, before I knew of © 
the Rhubarb, and before I faw the flools? But had it been 
otherwiſe, the preſſure which worked ſuch wonders was an 
artifice 1 could never haye conceived, an arrifice worthy only 
= of the man who could invent it. No ſo for aba, the cor 8 
patient from complaining of Pain, or Jorent/s, or fuluft in tie „5 
„hepatic region, that it was with difficulty me cou'd ſpeak at 
all, and when afked if ſhe knew me, ſuch was her extreme 
oppreſſion, partly from the previous treatment, aud partly 
g from the nature of the diſeaſe, that in a voice barel, intelli- 
0 5 gible. the replied; « Know vou! yes, but to what purpoſe, : | 
; _ fines cannot ſpeak to you?” I could add, alſo for the in- 1 
: ſtruction of Hr. Darwin, that the pain in the ſhoulder never | 
_ © appears in the Hepatitis, but when the parts of the liver 
15 adjacent to che MELT bo are affected. . 
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The. next nn announces the diſeaſe to have been 1 7 


nervous fever. On this opinion 1 ſhall obſerve hereatrer, 


paſſing now to the effe d of the treatment. By purſuing a 


ſtrict and regular plan of eyacuation from September 298h, 
to Ogober the'8th, the inflammatory ſymproms of the origi- 
nal diferf: were ſubdued, but the conſequences of the mal- 
practice anr2cedent thereto remained, viz. an «xiſtence of a 
fever of th“ he ic kind, with frequent acceiſions every 24 


hours, dependent on the abſorption. of the now highly morbid 
bile, which the bark and port wine had ſo ſtrictlyj confined 


i before as occaſioned me to fear an abſceſs; but on the 8th 
of O ober, obſerving a moſt copious abſorption of the d iſ- 


eaſed matter, and a ple titul depoſition in the urine, nearly 
equal to half its bulk, I was not without bopes of a recovery. 
Soon after this it ſeems the conititution was nearly exhanſted 


by the wonderful efforts it had made againſt a practice fo erra- 
neous as never before gave me an opportunity of ſeeing a pa- 
tient recover. At this critical jun ure Mr. Cartwright gave 
the bark, and he did right ; it was to his credit, and a letrer ns 
from me in conſequence of the ſtate you repreſented the pati- bal 
ent then to be in, enjoined an agoption of a ſimilar cordial, 8 
and tonic pla»; for however improper the bark and tonics 
are during the continuance of an inflammatory fever, yet in 
the coaſequen: ſtate of debility, a ſtate now ſo ſtrongly mar 
ed iv the Patient, every Tyro knows that their adoption is 
almoſt univerſal ; and ſuch medicines could never be more _ 


wanted than in fuch a_fituation as that now under conſider- 


at on, whe 1 tie force of the original diſeaſe in the fia ſt . 


place, the impro;er practice in the ſecond, the evacuating 


plan afterwards neceſſary to ſnatch the patient from inſtant. 


deſtruction, all contributed to bring her into ſuch a ſinking | 


ſtate. Dr. Darwin's imaginary triumph on the ultimate ut! 


Ut of the bark therefore ends 1 in nothing. But had the event 0 
been . 
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"5 bi the Juſtification of my „ hh Mare 
teſted on a fingle fact more convincing than all the reaſoning 


* 8 2 In the world. The fineſſe which I am accuſed of is alſo miſ- 4 


teprelented. It was not only on hearing the further conſe- 
- quences of 1 the caſe, but it was at my firft viſit that I declared 
Thad never ſeen a patient recover under ſuch erroneous treat- 
ment though if any thing could prevail againſt it, it would 


de a CRE © 2246 2k by * or N 1 


25 4 * 1 t 


Ahe dale all that I think ns in ＋ 5 of wy 
opinion of the real nature of the caſe, 1 hall! now prove Dr. $ 
Die totally miſtaken in his ideas of itz and this proot is 
2 5 eaſy, that 1 ſhall reſt it upon a ſingle circumſtance, viz. in 
- _ every fever of the continued kind, whether called Typhus, 
" 4 low, nervous of putrid, the head i is the chief ſeat of the diſeaſe; 


tte head is the part complained of from the beginning; the 


bead is the part complained of through the whole courſe of the 
complaint, as long as the power of complaining, remains, 


1 


„ Now, Sir, I do aſſert, that according. to the information I re- : 


ceived from ber ſelꝶ, from you, a and from the other atteri a” 


. ants, ſhe never from the firſt complained of her head, nor at”. 


any time during the courſe of the diſeaſe previous to my vi- 
ſiting her, nor at either of the times when 1 did ſee her; and 
"BFA conſequently the diſcaſe cbuld neither be the Typhus, the low, 
8 the nervous, nor the putrid fever. But for the truth of this 
eircumſtance I appeal to you and to her attendants ; much 
£ depends upon it, and therefore it ought to be well aſcer- 
tained. That ſhe did complain much ef pain in her back, 
whilſt ſhe could complain at all, will alſo probably by 
5 15 found to be true, and I expect of that part of the back where | 
the gteat maſs of the liver lies. That in the approach to a 
dying ſtate induced by debility her head might be at laſt af- 


© |  fefiedl allow, but that has nothing to do with the argument. 


, i 4 . : 
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In his letter Dr. Darwin, Jou ſee, introduces for the 
fake of abuſe, the caſes of three patients, as inſtances of my 
notorious ignorance. I will not deny, that in twenty years 
practice, I may not have been miſtaken in ten times that num- 
ber of caſes: but in theſe alluded to, the Doctor bas been ex- 
tremely ill informed; his aſſertions are either ſtrange miſ- 
econceptions, or malevolent falſities. I had drawn out a re- 
futation of each, but ſhall not trouble you or Mr. Rocke 
with matter ſo foreign to the purpoſe, though they are at the 
ſervice of any one who wiſhes to ſee them, except Dr. Darwin 
himſelf; to whom I will not hold myſelf accountableGQ. 

'$o far was written when I had the favour of a letter from. 
Mr. Cartwright, to which I think no other reply neceſſary, 
than to beg he will peruſe this. I intreat you alſo, to ſhew 
it to all who intereſt themſelves about the matter, whether 
friend or enemy, but particularly to profeſſional men, bo 
in theſe caſes are the only competent judges. I ſhall write 
no more on this ſubje&, but ſhall be glad to know, at your | 
leiſure the real ſtate of your mind about it. It was unfortu- 
nate that I did not ſee Dr. Darwin, as ſuch an interview, 
before prejudices had ariſen, muſt have convinced him of 
his miſtake 3 but why I did not ſee him has been explained 
before. I never cenſured the miſtake, without qualifying it 
by obſerving, that the diſeaſe was in this climate a rare one; 
ſo much ſo, that with the advantage of a more cxtenſive prac- 
tice than any man out of London ever enjoyed before, I ſel- 
dom ſaw more than three or tour Tugh caſes in a 8 | 


But this Autumn has been uncommonly productive of 
them, and I have attended more than a dozen patients of it 
within the laſt ſix weeks; ſome under my own direction only, 
others in conſultation; ; but we had no o difference in opinion, 

and 


ns a NECES) . 


_ Birmingham, Nov. e 1588, 
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24 the Wy * purſued with vigour until the in- 
flammator) ſymptons were ſubdued, and afterwards the Bark 


, £ I 


L 3 as you are Gd ö {in | this buſineſs, I have only 


h to intreat you to act with boldneſs; I fear your timidiiy, 
_ though I have no doubt of your integrity. I court no fa- 
your, my ſituation wants none, — If however yon think 


the expoſure of theſe letters will draw you into inconvenien- 
cies incompatible with your intereſt, however due to the cha- 


racer of a diſtant friend, ® return them, and let the matter 


reſt as it is. It can neither hurt the intereſts or detract rom 
the happineſs of your : 
affedlionate F fend, 7 
mh W. WITHERING. 


PR 


I beg of you to forward: the incloſed to Dr. Darwin, after 
ſubmitting it to the peruſal of Mr. Rocke, and I have no 
objection to any one taking a copy of this. Let Mr. Rocke 
alſo ſee the former letters, for I dare abide by the deciſion of 
any man who may think it worth his while to ſtudy the dif. 


ference between Hepatitis and Typhus, or nervous | ferer. 
Don't ler the letters be deſtroyed. . 


* * 
SS. 
; 
. 
23 


Birmingham p Monday W 15 e KT ment 


#® The candid reader will permit me to apprize him, that the cloſeſt inti- 
wacy, has, I underfland, long ſubſiſted between Dr. Wilhering and Mr. 
Houlſton; the latter being a young man juſt ſeuing out in life, as teacher 
of an Engliſh School, in Wellington, at the time Dr. Withering was 

an apprentice to his father, an N. & CR ae charaQer i in the 
ee, „ 9 25 | R. W. D. 


wv 


"I meant do fave incloſed Dr. Darwin's ſecond "RY 8 
there might be no room to ſay that I had miſrepreſented” 
any part of it, but through inattention have left it at Edg. 
baſton. I am now ſetting out for Wolverhampton, from 
whence I ſhall forward this to you, therefore will not poſts 
pone it on account of that letter, but if Ar. Rocke, or any one 

elſe thinks it of conſequence, it ſhall be ſent immediately, 
I beg pardon of Mr. Rocke for having troubled him on a 
ſubje& ſo much out of his way, but as he had been made 
a party it was unavoidable. My beft reſpects to Mrs. Houlſ- 
ton, am ſorry ſhe ſhould be made the ſubject of ſo much al- 
tercation, though the high eſteem J entertain for her, found - 
ed on her behaviour, when you were ih a critical ſituation, 
occaſioned it---for had it been a common patient, I ſhould 
have returned to Birmingham, inſtead of ſetting out that 
Sunday night from Soho, and then having ſettled matters 
there, ſhould have been leſs ſtraightened for time, and A 
fore ſnould have ſeen Dr. Darwin. 


R Dr. Darwin's third Letter to Dr. Witberings 
Gin 5 s 1 Shrewſbury, 7" 7, 1788, | 
I Have no doubt but you will read with avidity any letter 1 

may write to you, in ſpite of the oblivion you threaten to 
conſign it to. Men, whoſe actions are not governed by truth 
and honour, but by the paltry motives of pride and ſelf-in- 
tereſt, are as greedy to hear what is ſaid againſt them » as to 

C the Aattrrier of their dependents. 8 


2% [:. 


* Your letter tome contains nothing but abuſe, or untrue 
aſſertions in your own defence, and a threat to unravel the 
whole myſtery to Mr. Rocke, who did me the honour to at- 
tend me to Mr. Houlſton's, to hear the facts from Mr. Houlſ- 
ton; and from Mr. Cartwright, which you had miſrepreſent- ' 
ed; and to hear Mr. Houlſton's teſtimony. to my aſſertions. 
Indeed you add, that you are poſſeſſed of the friendſhip of 
Dr. Campbell; but a line from Dr. Campbell, which during 
your long ſilence ſince wy letter, you might have endeavoured 
to procure, affirming that you never treated him illiberally, 
when you lived at Stafford, would have carried ſtronger 
conviction along with it, than your ſimp aſſertions of your 
preſent friendſhip, and repeated conſultation with a man 
whom n have not met more than once ſince you left Staf, 


PF. ; : 


The * en feature i in your letter directed to Mr. 
Houlſton „ is your own great ſelf. importance. In one part 
you aſſert, That you have a more extenſive practice, than 
« any man out of London ever enjoyed before.” You ſurely 
forget that your predeceſſor Dr. Afh poſſeſſed double your ac- 
tivity of mind and body; and could, and did go through 
double your medical employment. The ſimilitude, and the 
number of caſe you have ſeen in the laſt ſix weeks, a dozen 
© or more,” juſt at the time you wanted them, is truly ridi- 
culous, and might have become BH pars in one * Mr. 
| Foote's farces. 


Fou then fy; that oh a Vellore, that the yellow 3 of | 
the urine was a circumſtance not obſerved by you in your 
fornier letter, but was foiſted in by me, to favour my expla- 
nation of it. In your former letter which lies before me, 
vou fay, « There was a moſt profuſe diſcharge from the 
T3 ae: DE... bowels 


FE 4 —_ 


* bowels, of as pure bile as I ever ſaw; and the quantity 
« which paſſed off by urine, and ſubſided in it, was nearly 
© equal to the urine itfelf,” Which of your letters is to be 
credited? that written on the inſtant, or that which you 
have taken near a month to ſtudy? You have ſince recol- 
lected, Sir, that when there is a free paſſage for the bile from 


the liver into the inteſtines, and the ſkin not previouſly yel-— 


low, there can be no accumulation of it found in the 
urine; fo that ſuppoſing for a moment, the yellow colour 
: of the ſtools, above what is natural; had been from an 
increaſed diſcharge of bile, the yellowneſs of the urine muſt 
have been owing to the rhubarb.” This was the reaſon 
you wiſhed to contradi& yourſelf, and to accuſe me of foifing 
2 ſentence into your letter. Is this the candour with which 
you wiſh to treat me? or was this falſhood owing to your 
great hurry of bufineſs ? There is another proof that the 
ſtools, which you ſuppoſed to have been bilious, were pro- 
duced by the Rhubarb, which is, that the patient was coftive 
before the exhibition of it, which occaſioned a repetition of 
the doſe, But on ſuppoſition for a moment, that this diſ- 
charge had been owing te an encreaſed ſecretion of bile, is 
not this a frequent circumſtance in nervous fevers ? Dr. Cul. 
len, whoſe pupil you were, aſſerts, The Typhus is a ge- 
« nus comprehending many ſpecies, which are variable from 
ee different circumſtances; one is an unuſual quantity ef 
« bile appearing in the courſe of the diſeaſe,” Firſt Lines, 
V. 1. No. 70. 71. This indeed might have eſcaped your 
memory in your great hurry. Yet at other times you have 
deigned to copy from this author; in your publication on the 
Scarlet Fever, you have copied from Dr. Cullen the great uſe 
of giving vomits in the early ſtages of it,---without indeed 
any acknowledgment,---but I ſuppoſe that alſo eſcaped your 
e D 2 e Next 


Tal 
Next you add, the idea of miſtaking the yellow. colour 
of the Rhubatrb for the yellow colour of the Bile is ſa 
, abſurd,” that you are convinced I cannot really ſuppoſe 
de that you have miſtaken them.“ I do firmly believe that 
vou did miſtake them, — willing rather to aſcribe it to the 
dullneſs of ee nee hen: 1. * majevolence. of 
| ; n i i 


1 * * 
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. vont then add; e what will Dr. Davin Bay ay I L aſſert | 
* that my opinion was formed before I ſaw the ſtools ?”? 
He anſwers that he has ſtill a leſs opinion of your underſtand- 
ing, and pities the patients who have ſo impetuous a decider 
on their caſes; and can believe you may have been thus miſ- 
taken in many more than the thirty caſes, which you ingenu- 
oufly own to at the end of your letter. If Mrs. Houlſton had 
not the power of complaining; when you ſaw her, .(and-I have 
already proved that ſhe did not complain of pain in the he- 
patic region either before or after that time) how did: you 
diſcover her 2 e to be rad en * had ſeen 
the 0 A A | 
& 1 ͤ a><0d bod agne7a 
1 come now to your TO argument of all, your argumen- 
tum crucis. Vou deſire great attention may be given to this 
circumſtance, that Mrs. Houlſton did not complain of her 
4 head, which you aver to be a conſtant concomitant of 
4 nervous fever.” In this, Sir, you have miſtaken ſtupor 
or delirium which attends the more advanced ſtages of ſome 
Kinds of nervous fever for pain. People do not complain of 
ſtupor or delirium however obſervable they may be to their 
attendants : Here is a freſh inſtance of your inagcuracy. You 
have taken from Dr. Cullen's Noſologia the words, Func- 
«« tiones ſenſorii plurimum turbatæ, “ functions of the 
os 7 ne much diſturbed,” and * nabitel * to ſignj- 
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fy pain, for fo the words, « to complain of the head,” ſeem 
to import. Nom I have ſeen many nervous fevers without 
head-ach; you ſeem, to ſay that all you have ſeen have 
been attended with the head-ach. What is the coneluſion 
but that the head- ach is no criterion of this kind of fever ? 
But in Mrs. Houlſtan's caſe, this ſtate of delirium was hurried 
forwards by the increaſed debility occaſioned by the violent 
evacuations you diretted, as appears by a letter to me from 
Mr. Cartwright, who ſays on October 10th, e ſhe was delirious 
with indiſtin& pulſe and ſubſultus tendinum,” and that her 
head was affected, you yourſelf allow, but facetiouſy . 
that that i is nothing to the purpoſe, tees 


| Aker this you ſay the patient could not complain of pain 
or ſoreneſs of her ſide, becaufe ſhe could only ſay,“ know 
c you! yes, but to what purpoſe ſince I cannot ſpeak to you” 

and then you wonder ſhe did not complain of her head, if 
the fever had, been nervous. So ſhe could ſpeak, but nat 


complain ; and might have complained of her head tho? not 
of her fide ! | 


Von fay, when you \ fiſt ſaw the natient, the bile was pro- 
"fulely diſcharged by ſtool and urine in the pureſt ſtate that 
you ever ſaw; and in ſuch quantity, that the addition of 
thirty grains of rhubarb could not perceptibl y have increaſed 
its colour; and yet at this very time, the bark and port wine 
a had ſo ſtrialy confined it, that eight days afterwards it was 
abſorbed in a highly morbid ſtate, and produced a hectic fe- 
ver. Is this the reaſoning of a man who boaſts of twenty 
l e ors extenſive practice than any man out of London 2, 


Vou may now expect that I ſhould thank you * your kind 
f deſgn of inſtructing me, when its 155 the pains of 80 ſhoul- 
ler 
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der ly exif EY cb parts of the KverbJarent to the ſuf- 
penſory ligament are inflamed. This may be a pretty con- 


ceit of yours, but I ſhall rather truſt to the general evidence 


of diſſections, and to the facts delivered by the author above 
quoted, whoſe teſtimony I dare fay has fill weight with his 
pupil. Dr. Cullen aſſerts that ! in very kind of acute He- 
ve patitis the pain is often extended to the clavicle, and to the 
top of the ſhoulder.” Firſt Ws Ye 1. No. be „ 


_ next paragraph VEE that after Mr. Cartwright 


had recovered Mrs. Houlſton, by giving her the bark which 
| you had reprobated, you had the condeſcenſion to write that 


you approved of the plan, and conſequently hoped to ſhare 
the merit of the cure. At the ſame time you ſeem to lament | 
your diſappointment, in not having an opportunity to diſſect 


Mrs. Houlſton, after her death; which indeed, as you wrote 
0 * huſband, is ne with nn delicacy Cons 


"You ſeem to have Howe: that in your Heer: letter, you 
expreſſed a kind wiſh. to have protected me, if myſelf and 


_ « the Apothecary had taken up the matter with leſs 
40 warmth; but in this letter to Mr. Houlſton, you fay, 
20 It was at my firſt yiſit, that I declared I had never ſeen a 
4 à patient recover under ſuch erroneous treatment.“ Here 
Sir, you have not only contradicted your former aſſertion of 

a deſire to protect me, but have ſhewn the predetermined in- 


tention to ſlander me: hence you ſhrunk from a fair diſcuſ- 
ſion, and choſe to ſneak out of town without meeting me, 


which you now ſay, you wiſh you had done. I don't doubt 
but you do, for I know you to be a man of a mean mind, 


and 
9 
— 

5 


If 25:1]: 
and it might have prevented the preſent exhibition both of 
your head — Wy ies _ | 


I am, Sir, &c. 
R. W. DARWIN. 


N. B. Wheriever you may feel bold enough to publiſh 
the refutation of my aſſertions, reſpecting the three caſes of 
Mr. Inge, Mrs. Willes, and Mrs. Greſley, you will find me 
ready to fupport them; at preſent I think myſelf juſtified in 
ſaying, that you dare not meet my * becauſe you 
know you cannot refute them, : 


. 


Without replying to this liter, Dr. Withering printed the fol 
lowing circular addreſs, and particulars of Mrs. Houlſton's 


£4/e, h 


Birmingham, Dee. 31, 1788. 
51. 


ROM the very di circulation which Dr. R. Darwio, 

or His -- has (by printing) given to one Letter of 
mine, and two of his own, concerning a difference in our 
opinions, about the nature of a ca/e, and his complaints of my 
reach of ceremony ; it is thought by many, that I ſhould pub- 
liſh a reply. I have not much to add, reſpecting the latter. 
buſineſs, having before explained to him the real motives, of 
my conduct, founded on my particular ſituation at the time, 
Which I did to ſatisfy him that I did not mean any perſonal 


diſreſpect to him. I might alſo in that letter have further 
8 BY ____ obſerved, 


[i a6-]] 


 vdferved, that the night the letter from the apothecary ar- 
rived, preſſing in the moſt urgent terms my immediate at- 
tendance, from the imminent danger the patient was appre- 
hended to be in; I was from home, and had been ſo all day; 
that I travelled twenty-ſix miles of the road that night, and 
conſequently left every engagement near home entirely un- 
provided for. But was I, on the other hand, to ſpeak of the 
point of etiquette merely, I ſhould perhaps be juſtified by ob- 
ſerving, that I never was ſent for either to meet or to conſult 
with Dr. R. Darwin, but to take the direction of a caſe, 
with which I conſidered he had no further concern; his ſe- 
cond vilit having been made entirely by the deſire of the 

_ Eporhecary, founded upon his idea of the preſſing danger, 
and the poſſibility of mY not A ans to attend imme- 
Ciately. 2 = 


„ 7 » 
1 : . 4 
< . * 


7. K. Darwins nn of 1 his Wilenes, and bis! in⸗ 
| tꝛoduction of matters totally foreign to the buſineſs, is 
ſounded upon information ſimilar to the reſt of his afſer- 
tions; for previous to the matter being publicly talked of in 
sbhropſhire, I never mentioned it but to a very few people, 
and then under ſuch circumſtances, that a perfect ſilenge on 
my part, muſt have been conſtrued into a tacit acknowledge- 
ment of error ; ; and whether i in theſe few inſtances it is likely 
that I ſpoke of it with aggravating, or with palliating cir- | 
cumſtances, thoſe who know me beſt can determine, 1 Wo 
neyer once mentioned ! it to any Practitioner here, or in 
my different rides. nor even to wy an! intimate friends. , 


5 © Whether Di, Davin means to ETA = lates of the 
letters I know not; but I do know that nothing is more 
foolim br ridiculous, than individuals making their private 


waren the fubjeR! of public: attention, i. ie does print 
them, 


L 27 


I defire it may be done without the ſuppreſſion of any lead - 


ing or important fact, as is the caſe with thoſe already print- 
ed. If he makes any reply to the following ſtatement of the 


caſe, he will do well to confine himſelf to the point in queſ- 


tion, for I have neither leiſure nor inclination to follow him 


into every diverging path he may chooſe to take, 


I thank him for ſending his printed paper to medical men,. 


as the caſe will now be adjudged by our Peers; though it 


would have been more lane hag the diſperſion | been con- 


nned to . | 


Pleaſe to obſerve, that the yacTs which conſtitute the 


ſtatement of the following caſe, &c, are every one of them cor- 


roborated and ſupported by the uninfluenced teſtimony of the 
attendants, of the patient herſelf, and of her huſband, a man, 
| whoſe ſtrict integrity I believe no one will be diſpoſed to 


queſtion. The obJervations printed in notes, ſtand only as 
circumſtances of my preſent medical faith on this ſubjeR, 
which the reader will adopt o or reject as he pleaſes, * 


I Wal now, without further tit proceed to ſtate the 
circumſtances which induced me to treat the diſeaſe as He- 
rariris, and then to demonſtrate Why it could not 3 


* 


Trrhus. 


1 I beg 90 for this intruſion on 1 your time and attention, 
and remain, | 


„„ 


Yout obedient ſervant, 


W. WITHERING. 
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EIN at this time in 8 he was ſeized” 

| "with a violent complaint in her bowels, at- 
tended with ſevere vomiting and purging. It continued only. : 


one __ and was W by rhubarb. — — M 


4 AS 


Soak, Ahe deturn t to ther family, the ken ome, 
uneaſineſs from the ſudden death of a friend. | 


Seer. iſt. 


igth. She was fr taken ill. Had great 1 of ſpirits, 
and an uniyerſal laſſitude, but more particularly e pon 
of pain i in the calyes of her legs, and the ſmall of her back.“ 


Theſe Sig daily increaſed, and e the n \ . 
progreſs of the diſeaſe, ſhe conſtantly complained of a great 1 
preſſure upon her body and limbs: the latter ſhe had __ lit- 


tle uſe of, nor did ſhe care to ſpeak . 
21ſt. Her 


* Why an inflammatory -affeftign of the liver ſhould cauſe a ſenſation | 
of pain in the ſmall of the back, is a point I am not prepared to ſpeak to; 
but it-is well known that-ſenſations in the abdominal viſcera are very indiſ- 
tint, and that the ſeat of pain, in many inſtances, is ſtill more 1emote 


than in this, from the real ſeat of the diſeaſe. 


F297 


21ſt. Her apothecary directed a ſaline mixture in the ſtate of 


efferveſcence, and valerian in powder, every three hours. In 
the evening of the ſame day he gave an emetic, an infuſton 
of contrayerva with ſpirit minder; laudanum, dulcified acid, 
_ and nitre. A gone? was likewiſe directed tv be * occa- 
ſionally. | | 1 


23d. The laſt medicines continued. | 


* 


1 The emetic repeated. A purging mixture, com- 
poſed of infuſion of ſenna and rhubarb, tincture of ſenna, and 
ſoluble tartar, was ordered to be taken every three ao with 
the dulcified acids of nitre add vitriol. 


25th. A mixture with chalk julep, laudanum, and folu- ' 
ble tartar was this day directed. „ 


1 On this day Dr. R. Darwin firſt ſaw the patient, 
and directed an infuſion of bark, valerian, and contrayerva, 


prepared with quick- lime. Draughts made of this infuſion, 


together with four drops of laudanum, and a dram of tinQure 
of bark, were given every ſix hours, and a glaſs of port-wine 


between the time of taking each draught, He alſo ordered 
a draught with fifteen grains of afſa-fetida, fifteen drops of. 


laudanum, cordial confection, tincture of cinnamon, and cin- 


namon water, to be taken at bed-time. 'The legs to be fo- 


mented, and rhubarb given any” in fullcient quantity to 


procure one ſtool, 


28th. On his ſecond viſit Dr. R. Darnio directed a alyſter., 
to be given immediately; the addition of one dram of ſolu- 


ble tartar, and forty drops of tincture of Jalap, to each night” s 
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"on this day ub, we took d thirty grains of rhubarb 7" 


LL; 3318) 1 $675k AKH nge len das 8 \ 
s qe Pretty hat this morning J arrived at Mr. Hovl- 
ſon's houſe, found bis wife perfectly ſenſible, as ſhe had 

been through the whole of her illneſs, neither ſivpid nor 
comatoſe, hut ſo oppreſſed as not to be able to ſpeak louder 
than in a low whiſper, and even that not without great exer- 
tion, ſo that I was obliged to collect the general dutline of 


1 caſe, and its treatment from her huſband. and the ↄther 
attendants to Her eyes were unaltered, but ſhe did not like 155 


much light. Her lips, teeth, and j gums were clean. Her 
| tongue neither parched, nor very f foul. Her ſkin hot, but 
not very dry. Her pulſe quick, ſoft, and opprefſed. Her 


ahdomen greatly diſtended, and upon uſing. no more preſſure 


than was abiolutely neceſſary to diſtinguiſh the ſubjacent. 


parts, ſhe complained of general ſoreneſs, and 3 of 
Pain in the W ue „ qeb Het 00 | Qghi6: 
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" = 8 has —4 ed out 7 8 fa of this rhubarb, 


what to prevent an urs impreffion on the minds of thoſe readers who | 


Have not had opportu ities of- obſervation, | hill hear obſerve, that thought | 
rhubarb imparts its colour is fxcal tools; yet it cannot give them the pe- 
culiar ſlimy viſcid appearance of bile ; and th at in caſes where much bile! is 


ſecreted, the colouring part of rhubarb does mot appear, being —. 
or iuviſeated in the hile';. myſelf ad. they ny have {Ha _ 5 


occaſions to obſerve* this, 


1 5 ww 4.x, # 


+ This remarkable oppreſſion, without any affefion of the head, none 5 


| 4 the belt charadtrifick know of the benni "Wa 


* M g 


1 Pain Jnehe hanlgeris ans of hepuic adde which 3 es 
does, but frequently does not appear in this diſeaſe, Yellowneſs of the 


- kin is a flill lefs conſlant attiendant upon Hepatitis; nay, in all the caſes. f 


I haye ſeen during the laſt three monhy, it only * in one, and i in 
that « one 1 | cominned but a "oy fow Hours 
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on the window 60d ſeveral glaſſes a urine, with a 1. 
tity of bilious ſediment in ſome of them, equal to half the 
bulk of the whole ; but the Nc ramen ck was not pare 5 
e 8 i $95 | 


a4 now began to nb the diſeaſe as Hepatitis, and on 

| WY her Huſband how ſhe bore the bark draughts and the 

wine, was anſwered, that ſhe expreſſed great averſion to both, | 
and diſliked the wine nearly as much as the medicine. 


Inos went down ſtairs, and when the apothecary came in, 
he told me more particularly the treatment of the caſe, and 
the exhibition of the thirty grains of rhubarb the preceding 
day. I went next into the back-court, and was ſhewn ſeveral 
highly biliary ſlimy dejections, of a brown colour i in the maſs, 


but yellow when thinly . ® 


Sufficiently ſatisfied now of the truth of my firſt ideas of 
the nature of the diſeaſe 9, I directed five grains of calomel to 
be given immediately, three grains every morning aſter- 
wards, purges of tincture of rhubarb, twice or thrice every, 

day, and a draught with eighteen drops of tindura opii every 
night. A bliſter was ordered to be laid on the epigaſtric re-- 
gion, and her ſtrength to be ſupported by, mild diluting food, 
forbidding the vo of wine. 


In conſequence of queſtions pat 1 to me «by Mr. e | 
| be · | 
# The bile ſecreted in ſach abundance in this diſeaſe, partakes of every 5 5 
iotermediate colour from 3 a brown yellow, to A Fark DOR e amok we 
black, | 


1 thought of dees. but an imperefion in the kifior of hex Ginn» ( 
5 8 65 tion 


mution of the'liver,”but that from the previous treatment I 
found it had been conſidered as the Typhus or low fever. 
5 That the former was a rare diſeaſe, and therefore leſs likely 

to be detected by Practitioners not well acquainted with it. 

Mr. Houlſton afterwards aſked my opinion of her recovery. 


T replied, that I had never ſeen a caſe recover tliat had been 


i treated, but if a recovery were practicable, it would be in 
the preſent inſtance, where the patient was in the prime of 
life, with, a conſtitution, n by e or in- 
pn... ff. DO SN 88 


F 7 Abe $, 2 


Oer. 2d. From accounts xeeehied by letter I found the 


Aline evacuations less plentiful than I wiſhed, and therefore 


directed x ſolution of Rochelle ſalts, with magnefia, tobe 


taken inſtead of the rhubarb — and the * to 
be contiued-at ahr 3 


Ns + much abate, and the ey which ee ee 


Enidentiy put on a hectie appearance, with ſeveral diſtinctly 
marked exacerbations every twenty - four hours. An abſceſs 

vas what we had now moſt to fear, but obſerving a depoſition 
n the urine ſtill, if poſſible, more copious than before, I was 


o * 1 
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8 668 . the Ty bios ie in 1084 cp an unkenuuty whether : 


the hepatic ſyſiem had or had not been more or leſs diſcaſed from that 


| time, at length determined me againſt it; though I now Sov 158 e 
u ee CEE, let bid. F 


4 2 Hr 5 
What new Wee Typhus mad this have bank, | hich, hls bear | 


© of ſuch. Powerful evacuating medicines for nine or ten days? And yet the Pa- | 


tient was fill alive after ſuch practice, altho' on the 28th. of 8 it 


* foubred whether ſhe could live ugh. could reach her ! 


* 


"ey 


ot without hope that he night caps u. The figs were 7s 


* 4 12 : 8 i . 
fill bilous. nn PLUS an an cr nan 
: ** * S996, ns 44 


The other principal difference 6b was, that ſhe was e 
. leſs opprefſed, and ſpoke not only to the queſtions aſked her, - 
but voluntarily made obſervations on ſome circumſtances” 0 


ee her huſband and her bouſhold affairs. WIT, DE 


5 


I now di rected 4 ſaline mixture with magneſia and _ 
vitr. dulc. every fix hours, rhubarb to be 3 if nn ſi: 
and nbd grains of calometevery other OW Of e UESTION TIE 


ach On this day ſymptoms af. 8 debility came on, 
wills: Cartwright, the apothecary, very judiciouſly chang- 
ed the medicines for a warm preparation of bark with cam- 
phor and-dnicified acids; ſtill taking care to obviate coſtive- 
neſs: by powders of rhubarb, magneſia, and tartar of vi- 


„ ; _ + Ss 4 ; r 1 f vs 
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' A letter diſpatched to me at the ſame time was anſwered © 
by directions to foment the extremities. to give wine freely, 
or ale, if ſhe rather choſe it, and ſmall cordial 0 of opium. 
once in ſix or eight hours. f 


But before my directions arrived, Mr. 6 . 


had taken effect; they were therefore continued, and from 


that time the patient made a an recovery : ſome 1 ; 
Hmptoms only mme ö | 


i W 4 
Thus Y 
* 5 


* When the bark now ſo properly ca Cato bach inftanta- 


- neous good effect, though given to ſo little purpoſe beſore ; does it not 


| follow, that the Mercury and the courſe of evacuation ſo fleadily purſued, 
kak removed ſome cauſe of At, ſome , A way. of Recoe _ 
I Gia no eur onder d batk a at t this Wa, paring fometies ſeen it af. i 


1 io ANG | 


2 CR . 
bas as length eided this anxious 4 and thus was 16 
Hotel to her family and her friends, a truly worthy woman, 
vhs has only to lament that, by an intemiperate publication, 
lle has been made Fs ſubject of ſo n e kg | 
" Euſlion.. AH OE 14. £ (3 705 8 


Haiag thus dates the W orte Allet as a a 
5 ated amet then care to have the truth of 
my ſtatement confirmed and approved by Mr. Houlſton, w bo 
authorized me to ſay, ** that as far at be knows of the matter, I 5 

| bave advanced nothing but fact, —I ſhall proceed to ſhew why 

the diſcaſe could not be any variety of the Tryrvs, whether 

called low, Ade or ee rd as er 1 1 Der R. 2 of 


L 
4 


-This I can hs. to the medical nee in a ſhort . 
merely by ſtating: the queſtions I aſked Mr. Houlſton on the 
occaſion, with the uninfluenced anſwers of that very reſpec- 


able . . | * 
8 BE: . EF. n 8 5 ** 8 * * — 72 . — lp 1 * 
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A Wai ter hd ther particilrty uregad; Aber OW 20 
 ghinlng, or during W— the A with pain, ſtu- 
Por, 12 ä 5 | 3 10 


: 1 She never had pain in as head, and was ſenſible 
until about Lon toth eee. n e 


II. Was ſhe not 8 aan fenfible wad: ee . 
time of my ſecond viſit, when the ſtate of debility followed the | 
ſubſidence of the nes ate? | Th . | „ 


» * * 8 * 
. we! 

| | aut. : 

— Rv FR. . 
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i * 
> « 


oducing (he beſt elles for 2 day or two,” cauſe an oppreſſion which | 
f 8  Mquirg further evacuations ; but 1 ord ered 2 opium, from whick 
IP de oe thing to 28 Tx, cotdial and u bone — rag 


ts 1 


_ In part W nn hs the. was, 


fenſible till after your. ſecond yu; October the 8th. 1 


nl. Were * eyes affedtel by fufuſed "redneſs, or in f 


other | Ippenrance Anne ag, ntl ay 
: 7 $25 58 | 


1 I never. 19 that her eyes. were any way * 
fefted more than weakneſs, for. ſhe always complained when 
They. were pon, to the Belt. : 288 


IV. were her lips, teeth, or gums, ever black or out? 


e Her lips, tee: 5 b Ab gums; : 
coldilied, no other than ber lit ſometimes a little paler than 
common; and I may add, that her tongue was very little diſ- 


coloured, if any, nor appeared dry and:parched, as I exped- 


M nor did ſhe ever complain of, any immoderate thirſt. 2 
Mr. Houlſton further adds; tows the pts of kits 6 an- 


wers to my enquiries, „ theſe are moſt of the particulars 
that I can at preſent retollect, which I have! impartially ſet 


Je and the truth of which I will aver.” 


=" * 4 n * "© % 
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xi 


Dr. Dori 5 four Leer 10, Dr. eee, 
sir, i 1 © Shrewſbury,” Feb 6, 1789. 


ticulars, as you eall them, of Mrs. Houlſton's caſe. 


A relation of the ſymptoms of a caſe in medicine, ſo long 


after it happened, is leſs to be relied on, than the facts to 


be collected from the letters which paſſed at the time; but 
ſome of the circumſtances which you relate have already been 


| proved to be untrue by undoubted evidence, and others of 


them unfortunately tend to confute, rather than to confirm 3 


your theory of the diſcale. 


[ 0 


5 


1. You nt ane of mind on * 1 af a a friend 
2 4 prediſponent cauſe of inflammation of the liver. Here 


EO | | vou 


appeared: at. | 


Paper printed i in x your name pretends to ſtate the par- 
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OS. bejectton . et 
ci hiverfally eſteemted among the-baules ef 


wa e 41 


diſeaſes attended. with -debility 75 Andi is m mentioned by Dr. ; 


Huxham as productive of nervous fever in bis elaborate treas 


tie 0 on this ſubject, and by Dr. Fordyce, who ſays, To Pay ad a 


moſP commitiouly from affections of the mind. — Elements ef 
Pratiie, p · 174.1 N ks K. bee ge eee 
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1. You aſſert, that het diſcaſe hegan with lounch of N. 
b general lafficude, and pain in the ſmall of tle back. 
Ler me here refer you - to. your third letter, in Which vou 
hw theſe words, ©: that ſhe did complain mucl. of pain in 
her back, whilft the could complain at all, will alſo proba- 
w» be found to de true, and I ape of that part of the 
| back where the great maſs of the Her dies Does then the 
grest waſy of the liver lie on the ſmall of the back? or is 
this one of thoſe: unhappy conjectures which: you hazy veep 


| obliged to abandon” 10 Toon as formed ?- 1,9 272 £11 


421 I 10 


| Depreſſion of ſpirits 4d latitude are — Fr * 
8ſu t on the be- 
Pe of low fevers, which owe their immediate cauſe to 
arferial debility ; and not on the beginning of inflammatory 
| fevers, which are accompanied with arterial ſtrength. With re- 
33 to the pain 1 in the ſmall of the back, you add in 3 curi- 
ous note, : it is a point 1 am not prepated tc ſpeak. toz” 

on more mature deliberation, I hope you. will not heſitate to 
allow that pain in the back attends the begioning of common 
agues, 2 and is enumerated amongſt the ſymptoms of ſever- fits 
by Dr. Cullen, Firſt Lines of Practice V. I. No. 22, by Dr. 
Fade Elements, p- I 35s: and that Dr, Huxham, who has | 
given the moſt minute detail of the uſual ſymptoms of Ty- 
phus, both of the ſpecies called nervous fever, and that 


Ng malignant Her. NT tle, 40 eu or none of theſe 
5 1 1 fevers 


4 +. 
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{ * are without a ſort of Lumbago, or pain in the back, 
and loins; always an univerſal wearineſs or ſoreneſs is felt, ; 


and often much pain in the limbs.” Eſſay on fevers, * 
III. In different parts of your complicate paper, you hive | 


mentioned many other circumſtances, I ſuppoſe as marks of 


- Hepatitis, as her tongue was very little diſeoloured - 


\ « 'neither parched nor very foul,” « the never complained of 
immoderate thirſt, „ complained when her eyes were ex- . 


poſed to light,” and : did not care to ſpeak much. If yow 
had turned over the celebrated author laſt mentioned, you 
would have found all thefe cireumſtances likewiſe enumerat- 
ed at differegt wn ay diſeaſe 0 the eee of 
nervour Ker, F | 4 4 Stat, * * 


* 


Iv. Ja another. note you © fag, cc this 8 oppreſſion 


47 without affection of the head is one of the beſt charadteris- . 


tics I ino of the Hepatitis,” * It is particularly unfortunite 


for your new theory of Hepatitis, that this oppreſſion about is 
the præcordia is repeatedly. mentioned. Huxtiam on feverss : 
p. 77, 90, and that the ſtupor or delirium does not come 
on early in the nervous fever, ſeldom before the end of the 


firſt week: Fordyce Elem. p. 175, and in the milder kinds of 


It not at all. But you may have obſerved in hepatic affections 


without inflammation, as in jaundice from obſtruction of the 
common bile duct, that the patient was low ſpirited, and 
complained of oppreſſion about the precordia, and thus con- 


founded i in your mind arterial debility or weakneſs of pulſe, 
which i is eſſential to neryous fever, with muſcular de bility, 


or the inaptitude to exertion or loco- motion, which is a con- 
comitant of ſome hepatic affe ctions. To this inaccuracy. of 


your ideas the unfortunate patient nearly became a facrifice ; 7 


* — * 


| 4 


T yet 


© . 5 | \ : 


an Fn is öbe öf the belt Chara ta ARICh 3 th 
mation of the liver. From this characteriſtie you may ima · 


&o of weem- 


gine that more than half the number of your patients labour 


under hepatic inflammation; and on this hobby horſe you 


probably muſt have ridden, when you ſaw.** a dozen or more“ 


mn 2 | N n es * * weeks 1 5 . feſt letter to none 


Sp 133 => 


v. The yellow FR 1 the urine, at 1 "Fi time as ; 
_ , therewas no yellowneſs of the ſkin and eyes, feems ſeriouſly 

to haye perplexed you ſince if this had been owing to the 
bile previouſly abſorbed into the blood from the liver, it 


muſt have appeared in the ſkin and white part of the eye be- 


fore i it could have been ſecreted with the urine. You deter- 


miged howeyer not to aſcribe the yellow colour of the urine to 


3 the 30 grains of rhubarb, and therefore boldly contradiQ- | 

_ ing what you had aſſerted i in your former letter to me, you 

84 85 wrote to Mr. Houlſton that 1 had foiſted” i it into that let- 
ter, and that you had only obſerved the bilious urine at your | 

| ſecond viſit, Now, in the printed paper, you affirm that you - 


8 obſerved this bilious urine at both your vifits. So in your 
firſt letter there was bilious urine, in your third“ there was 


5 none, — in your laſt there was N WIE again, Nee 5 


* Feen the bilious colour, he et er PLOT 


1 1 
* J * 


1. In theſe contradiftions » ve meet with an a obſervation 


R 


py without, being, particularly yellow 1 and in a Tubjoined 


vote you aſſert, that when rhubarb and bile are mixed toge· 75 


. the rr of the former is. left. or inyiſcated, : as EY 


— 


N 
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gay 4 — and oth practitioners kev had eee; to 
5 obſerve.” And then you add, that though rhubarb im- 


Parts its colour to ſtools, it does not give them the ſlimy 


viſcid appearance of bile. From this it is evident, that 


Vourſelf and your unnamed friends, make very haſty obſerva- 
tions; for firſt, in bilious diarrhœas the ſlime obſerved in the 


ſtools i is not produced, but only coloured by the bile; it is 
the mucus abraded' from the inteſtines, which naturally lines 


and lubricates them, as is proved from its appearance on 
the exhibition of any violent purgative. And ſecondly, con- 
trary to your aſſertion, when rhubarb and bile are mixed to- 
gether, they become much more 8 . TIE ether . 
of them were before. 


To demonſtrate" the falgty of Theſe your ies fas; th 


made the following experiments: About thirty grains of rhu- 


the mixture becan8/orach yellower in a little time either” 
than the bile alone, or the rhubarb alone, without any ap- 
pearance of flime or mucus. Some of the rhubarb i in pow- 


barb were added to about two ounces of. warm water, and 


imparted to it a deep yellow colour. To this was then added 


about an equal part of bile, from an ox recently killed, aud 


5 


der was then added to a portion of the pure bile, and ſet a 


few minutes on the hearth, and the colour became moſt in- 


tenſely yellow, or orange, yet without any apparent ſlime or 


mucus. Theſe experiments were repeated with the ſame re- 
| ſult before Dr. Harwood and the Rev. John Rocke, who can | 
Atteſt the truth of them. In future I doubt not, 50% "If 


and other practitioners will have occaſion to obſerve, that 


though bile becomes green when mixed with an acid, in ite 


natural ate it is l darker or leſs ſo l to the. | 


r 
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. wan len ak. kt with urine... What then does the "ds 

Abſence of the yellow colour of the urine prove, —— ol 

Vvour rden to have been true ? | certainly that * 1 
88 bile i _ it. & 225 Fi 85 5 74 5 15 N 8 * i 42 S TY. 2 0 . "Ina | | 


*% 


S Fo 


vn. . your 1 8 you ny og ee, She eee 
5 of pain in the hepatic region, upon no more pref} re than 
was abſolutely neceſſary to diſtinguiſh the ſudjacent parts,” 
have already amply. refuted your. afſertion that ſhe com- 
plained of pain there, yet that ſhe did feel. pain, and com- 
plain of i it too, by her expreſſive „Oh!“ Ie an eaſi ly conceive, 
vhen You were preſſing þ * ee «to Sg. the ſubs. 
| * n 5 
- VT: You fay at the e your notes ec 1 did not 
1 myſelf order bark at this juncture. having ſometimes ſeen 
it after producing the beſt effects for a day or two, cauſe 
an oppreſſion which required farther evacuations.” Yet 
in your third letter, your more than a dozen patients in the. 
| courſe of fix weeks, at the ſame period of the diſeaſe, were 
every one of them, by your direction, recoveret by bark as 
a_reftorative?” It is really weariſome to follow you through 
WY. Pn {g's maze of inconſiſtencies and contradictions. | 
IX. In now come to A fat, which a; to have fene Vous 
pen incautiouſly ; which 1 is, that on your firſt viſit you found 
the patient with a quick en pulſe. Now it happens that the 
5 Hepatitis like other inflammations, is attended with a Td 
pulſe. . Dr. Cullen ſays, inflammation of the liver is at- 
: tended with frequent, ſtrong, and hard putfe.” | Firſt Lines, 
p. 377, No. 413. Mr. Sauvages deſcrib-$ the {Hepatitis with 
| à hard pulſe. | "Rs eee! v. i. wy Tri quarts | 5 
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edition. Thete two names ſtand high in the n er. 


alafes; the two firſt nämes of the preſent century. Shall 1 
opp. ſe the authority of Dr. Wirhering to them; or ſhall 1 
reſt ſatisfied with their deſcriptions ad my own n 


in all the caſes y ana W e to me? 


5 On this rb then let us une ifue; Peſts l. Tor 3 


acute inflammation of the liver, the pulſe-is frequent and 2 
hard; in every kind of low or nervous fever the pulſe is 
frequent and ſoft.” The hard frequent pulſe is a criterion of 
Synocha or fever with arterial ſtrength, which attends inflam« 
mations, Pulſus frequens validus et durus. Cullen Noſologia, 
ſedt. II. gen. IV. The ſoft frequent pulſe, or fever with ar- 
terial debility, conſtitutes the Typhus, Pulſus parvus debilis 


plerumque frequens. ib. gen. V. This diſeaſe therefore 


could hot be an inflammatory fever or Synocha, and muſt be 
pain or diſtenſion of the right ſide, no pain about the collar 
bone or right ſnoulder, as has been proved in my former let - 
ters, on the evidence of Mr. Rocke, Mr. Cartwright, and 

Mr. Houſton himſelf (except the temporary pain, which your 
fingers occaſioned), ho diſiculty in lying on the left fide, no 


| ſpontaneous vomiting or biccup; and as theſe are the crite- 


rions of Hepatitis, as delivered by all writers, it is evident no 
Hepatitis or inflammation of the liver did exiſt. Thirdly, 

That ſhe had previous anxiety of mind, with dej-Qion of epi. 
rits, and general debility, and became delirious, as that de- 


dbility increaſed; (which in her caſe was accelerated by the 


calomel you daily exhibited ;) that ſhe had a /of? quick pulſe: 
and was at length cured by the bark, All theſe circum 


ſtances evince that the ne could den no other but a "oY or 


peryous fever. - 
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55 75 Aan now mike a: few reasons on . deer, 


ben of your paper. You wih, If I anſwer your ſtate- 
ment of the caſe that I would confine my ſelt io the point in 


 queſtid®and add * s that nothin g is more fooliſh or ridieulous_ 
than individuals making their private quarrels the ſubject & of 
By ay attention.” That is, aſter having wantonly attacked 
me, you wiſh't would only defend myſelf, and not attack vou 
In return, But know Sir, that by the law of nature and of na- 
ons, repriſals are as juſtiſſable as defence; nor are the repriſals ſ 
that are already made, or thoſe which may yet be mage, ſo fo-, 
reign to the ſubject as you wiſni to have it thought. Diſeaſes at 
their prſt appearance, like plants juſt rifing from the ground, 
are ſometimes difficult to diſcriminate; but theie instances 
of your erroneous judgment were concerning diſeaſes at 
| their-maturity, when the patients were near their deaths. 
_ Th recital of ſuch facts invalidates: your unſupported opini- 
ens in the preſent! caſe, renders contemptible the authority : | 
vou aſſume from your boaſted twenty years practice; and ſnews 
85 „ eee erase ee ithout much me- 
- dical ſagacity, may compile and tranſlate bobks and impoſe: 
| tem as the productions of his dn ingennity, and yet beoften 
_ at a toſs when he finds himſelf by the bedſide of his patient. 
Aſterwards you complain of the . ſuppreſſion of ſome lead- 
ing or important factꝰ in the firſt letters that were printed; 
but upon comparing them with the-originals, I do not per- 
ceive any material alte ration, except the addition of "theſe" 
Vogl Did not you pronounce Mr. Emery of Lichfield out 
of all danger a few hours before his death) while the aſto- 
„ niſbed furgeon who attended, aſſured his friends tbe mo- 
ment vou were gone, that! he was ing? on eg theſe 
e 1 199 TVVCVVCTCC 2 A addi- \ 
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- elite ctiratiiats upon enquiry, 1 have fats Found : 
0 be true: but there is by no means a ſingle fact ſuppreſſed. 
af your aſſertion had been juſt, why did you not authenti- 


rate: it * * the . you . _ been ſup- 5 
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diſperſed, and I was ſorry to ſee that they were printed and 
diſpegſed.; my firſt letter having been thought by ſome 
of my friends, though written under the ſmart of a recent 
Inſult. and injury, to have been too warmly expreſſed ; be- 
cauſe” though your defire to injure me was great, your ability 
co injure me was inconſiderable; and that I ought therefore 
to haye treated * with more contempt and leſs Wen 


e - Da. © op 


At the begianing of your Poe paper, you affe® 2 


call the greateſt inſult it was in your power to offer me, a. 


breach of ceremony, and a groſs and malignant flauder, a 41. 
Bey of opinion, You have acknowledged, that at your frft 

_ viſit you told Mr. Houlſton that the death of his wife, which 
@ thought likely to happen, would be owing to my erro- 
neous treatment of her. At the ſame time you declined ſee · 
ing me, that this flander might not be confuted, and to 


* that my opinions or obſervations were beneath 
: your notice. If you did not thus defign to ſtab my reputa- 
tion in the dark, giving me no opportunity for ſelf-defence, | 
to what cauſe, I aſk you, could this unprovoked outrage be 
Aeribed? ,, IS us ep Ro 
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[To extenuation of this conduQ, you 7 that you ts told 75 


ite to a Low people,” as if to tell W a few 1 vas not 5 
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SLE propagating a' falletiche; that thoſe % 
ref them? whiſper-i it to a few others, and-ſo. on, 
tt num, and thus che original ſlanderer becomes en 
| pie To this you add, that you did not propagate 
this falſehood in Birmingham, where, i in reſpect to my medical 
Paier it could not have injured me ;—byt you did propa- 
it induſtriouſly amongſt your acquaintancein ps with 
1 955 nom you! e it might! have had 5 effect. 

iy muſt repeat the queſtion, If your deſign was not to de- 
8 5 and i injure me, why did you, unprovoked , affirm to Mr. 
> Houlhog, and repeat in a private letter,“ that if his wife 
mould die, it Would be owing to my erroneous treatment of 
2 Could this have conſoled Mr. Houlſton for his loſs? - 
{Sony to this point you may not be prepared to anſwer. 
_ However it may appear to others, I can conceive it not 
5 _ Impoſlibte that to your diſingenuous mind, a groſs inſult may 
- appear only a Breach of ceremony, — A” malignant abet 
_ merely a 4 ference 7 3 . 
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& x believe I have. now ſatisfaktorily anſwered the ſerious parts 55 i 
85 your compolitions, —but I. cannot take my leave without 
ndverri ing to the ludicrous, which 1 is occaſionally ſprink led 
over them. I do not mean in this light to conſider your cu- 
. of inflammatory fever, exiſting with a 5 oft 

. "Pulſe; nor the bile being diſcharged-in greater quantity | 
than you ever ſaw, and at the ſame time being ſtrictiy con- 
ned by the bark and port wine ;; nof of the yellow colour of 
N being inviſcated and loſt in the yellow colcur of «. 
bile; nor your miſtake of the m 1 
eid bile; theſe have been already ſufficiently e 0 
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are never recurred to by thoſe who poſſeſs a medical reputa- 8 4 _ 
. eſtabliſhed on real merit. When you boaſt in one pla? 
£ £ 8 5 ef your extenſive practice, in another of your tu enty one. —_ 


efience ;—when you ſo frequently allude to your joy 
Carry of bufineſs.;;—when you. ſpeak of * myſelf and other 
ipraQtitioners,” —of your ſelf. ſatisfaction, of the g 5% 2 
Ppinion of the world at large, and of medical men in parti- 2 4 


*44 


Evlar which you ſo hi fleſs, together with your wiſh: to. 4 
"me; <=the lliating circumſtances you have been 


bs Sl to add in n my defence whenever you haye mentioned 
N net tis buſineſs, and the dozen or more of patients in bran 
5 EEE hom you ſo opportunely met with, and whoſe diſeaſes, you? 
ps ſucceſsfully combated, — your compoſition calls to my 
mind the wonderful fountain in one of the Fortunate Illandh 
L 5 delcribed by Pomponius Mela, who ſays that whoever d 
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